
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings, Colleagues!        October 1, 2023 
 
On September 29, Barbara Lanza, Holly Altenderfer, Rosemary Fraley and I met with Keri Shultz at the 
RMF offices to discuss the current status of our two college scholarship accounts: the George Haage 
Scholarship, given to students who continue lessons after high school; and the Helen Smith Scholarship, 
given to students accepted into an accredited college as a music major. In either case, the student must 
have studied with an RMTA member who has maintained active membership for two years. 
 
The purpose of our meeting was to discuss how to better utilize these funds, especially the Haage fund 
which has gone unused for several years.  We worked to clarify the scholarship description to clearly 
show its intent, removing any reference to required college credits so as to allow students to continue 
private study after high school even if they are not doing so in college. This may allow for more RMTA 
students to qualify in the future. (FYI, here is how the RMF Scholarship booklet currently reads: Open to 
students who are not enrolling as a music major, but plan to take music credits.  Monies will be paid 
directly to the university/school/music teacher for reimbursement of lessons.  Scholarship will not be 
applied to general tuition costs.) 
 
However, to accomplish the above change in wording requires us to amend the RMTA Bylaws.  The 
Board voted to eliminate Subsections 1,2,3 of the Bylaws to keep the overall description more generic 
and flexible. Now your online vote is needed to either keep the current bylaws as written or adopt 
the proposed amendment. (The Smith Scholarship parameters remain unchanged.) 
 
CURRENT BYLAWS WORDING –  
ARTICLE VIII. STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
Section 1. All scholarships are available to students who have studied with a member in good standing 
who has maintained active membership for two consecutive years. The Haage and Smith Scholarships 
are managed by the Reading Musical Foundation. 

1. Haage Scholarship: Awarded annually to a high school senior who has been accepted into a 
recognized school of higher learning and will be studying music privately. 

2. Smith Scholarship: Awarded annually to a high school senior who has been accepted into a 
recognized school of higher learning as a music major. 

3. Additional Scholarships: The Executive Board will annually review funds with regard to the 
availability for additional annual scholarship awards. Awards will be made through the already 
established Reading Musical Foundation scholarship programs. 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT:  KEEP the Section 1 wording as is and DELETE subsections 1,2,3.  
 
 
PLEASE CLICK HERE TO CAST YOUR ONLINE BALLOT NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1, 2023. 
 
  

NEXT EVENT 
DS PERFORMANCE FESTIVAL 

Showcase Recital – Sunday, October 15, 3:00 pm 
Immanuel UCC, Shillington 

 

https://forms.gle/NB6SdR6MbRrUNKhP8


DS PERFORMANCE FESTIVAL 
Please join us in celebrating our students’ hard work on Sunday, October 15th at the Showcase Recital, 
3pm at Immanuel UCC. 
 
NEW EVENT!! SIDE-BY-SIDE: “Partners in Music” 
The September newsletter included a teaser about a new event for us in collaboration with Immanuel 
United Church of Christ in Shillington who graciously hosts our two student festivals and about anything 
else we need.  The two piano concert will take place Sunday, April 21, 2024 at 3:00 pm.  While it will 
feature mostly piano duos, trios, quartets, we hope an instrumental or vocal ensemble will also be part 
of the mix.   What I need to know now is who is participating?  No details…just an “I WILL PARTICIPATE!” 
email from you.  Also let me know if YOU want to be part of a teacher quartet!  Some details are 
attached to this newsletter.   
 
RANDOM 842167 

• Caring for yourself is not self-indulgence, it’s self-preservagon.  ~ Audre Lorde 
• “6 Hidden Pracgce Skills of Expert Musicians” – an interesgng read by Gerald Klickstein on his 

website “The Musician’s Way” 
 
Stay inspired! 
Millie 
 
 
  

https://www.musiciansway.com/blog/2023/08/six-hidden-practice-skills-of-expert-musicians/


SIDE BY SIDE 
“Partners in Music” 

Sunday, April 21, 2024 ~ 3:00 pm 
Immanuel United Church of Christ 
99 S. Waverly St. Shillington 19609 

 
 
WHAT: Ensemble recital utilizing the two grand pianos in the sanctuary, a Yamaha 6-foot grand and a 
Steinway 9-foot concert grand.  The instruments are on two different levels at the front of the church. 
 
TYPES OF ENSEMBLES:  Duo, trios, quartets performing on one or two pianos. (Four students could 
simultaneously play the same duet on two pianos, too.) While this recital will feature piano repertoire, 
we welcome instrumental and vocal ensembles.  
 
REPERTOIRE:  Any genre is welcome (no prepared piano). Memory not required.  
 
WHO:  RMTA teachers with each other, with their students, with their friends. 
All ages and levels welcome. Each group will perform one number, unless we 
need to fill more time.  RMTA teachers are charged with selecting their music, 
choosing the performers and rehearsing the music to performance level. 
 
REHEARSALS:  There will be some time for individual rehearsals at the church 
during the two weeks prior to the concert.  Yocum Institute has also offered rehearsal space in around 
their regular schedule. Details tba on both. 
 
REGISTRATION:  Registration will be via email to Millie. You’ll need the send following information:  

• RMTA teacher name & email 
• Repertoire full gtle (including opus, movement, etc) and composer’s full name, arranger’s name, 

if any 
• Length of performance 
• Performers’ names and parts (Primo, Secondo, Piano I, Piano II) 

 
The informagon you provide is what will appear in the program, so check your spelling! We’re hoping to 
avoid duplicates gtles (unless it’s a different arrangement); so, the sooner you register your informagon 
the beler. 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  March 21, 2024. 
 
COORDINATORS:   
Millie Eben – registration, programming (readingmta2020@gmail.com); Yocum rehearsals. 
Stephen Longenecker – site coordinator, IUCC rehearsals (stephen.longenecker@gmail.com)  
 
FREEWILL OFFERING will benefit the IUCC music funds. 
 

 

mailto:readingmta2020@gmail.com
mailto:stephen.longenecker@gmail.com

